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panic-stricken Confederates, many who 
had thrown away their rifles. were 
trying to scramble up the steep south 
bank. Although there were some 
pockets of resistance, the Confeder
ates were routed. The Confederate lelt, 
under Cols. Dobbin and Slemons. then 
quickly melted away. 

In this fight on October 25, the Confed
erates lost all eight pieces of artillery. 
about 500 kllled and wounded. and as 
many more taken prisoner. Among the 
prisoners were Gens. Marmaduke and 
Cabell, and Col. Slemons. Jn sharp con· 
trast, Union casualties were light-eight 
lcllled and 56 wounded. 

As Phllllps and Benleen gathered up 
prisoners they found that several of them 
were wearing Federal uniforms; they were 
executed on the spot. After Sanborn 
moved up, the three brigades moved 
south toward the Little Osage River, four 
miles distant. Gens. Curtis and Pleasonton 
moved with them, with McNeil and Gen. 
Blunt's Kansans following. 

Meanwhile Gen. Price, who was at the 
head of the wagon train, received word 

1 that the rear of the train was In danger. He 
sent a dispatch to Shelby-who was al
ready south or the Little Osage, moving 
toward Fort Scott-to come back to help 
the rear. Price then rode north where he 
soon ran Into Fagan's and Marmaduke's 
panic-stricken troops retreating, many of 
them without arms and "deaf to all en
treaties or commands." Shelby, upon re
ceiving Price ·s message, aJso headed back 
north. According to one of his officers, 
Shelby was so angry "he had nothing to 
do all the way to the rear but stand up In 
hts stirrups and swear with every step of 
his horse." After reaching the south bank 
of the Llttle Osage, Shelby deployed the 
Iron Brigade mounted In three lines. 

As the Federals moved forward they 
met no major resistance, but their horses 
were so worn out they could move no 
faster than a walk. At the Little Osage, 
McNeil took lhe advance, crossed the 
stream and attempted to charge. Shelby's 
first line witnessed McNeil's advance, 
fired one volley, then had to retreat be
cause their horses became excited. The 
second llne fired Its only volley and broke 
before the first line had safely moved 
back through their ranks. The third line 
had the advantage of a ditch and was able 
to check the Federals long enough tor the 
others to fall back safely. As the Confed
erates withdrew to the south they made 
several more brief stands, setting fire to 
haystacks. cornfields and the tall prairie 
grass to impede Federal pursu!lt. 

Price's wagon train was now crossing 
the Marrnlton River at a point six miles 
east of Fort Scott, and like at Mine Creek 
the crossing became b-0ttlenecked. Fagan 
had succeeded lo rallying a p<>rtlon of his 
division, and Clark commanded what was 
left of Marmaduke's men. Shelby then 
took charge of the defense an.d put the 
men In line with .Jackman's Brigade. He 
also put Col. Charles Tyler's unarmed 
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recruits In behlnd them. McNeil's and 
Benteen's Union troopers then came on 
the scene, but their horses were almost 
too exhausted to move. Confederate 
charges by Jackman on the left and by 
Tyler's unarmed men on the right held 
the Federals In check. Darkness put an 
end to the skirmishing. 

With the wagon train now across the 
Marmlton, Price ordered the destruction 
of all unnecessary wagons and excess 
artillery ammunition, and the abandon
ment of all broken-down animals. The 
blazing sky and noise from bursting shells 
could be seen and heard for miles around. 
as the plunder that had been so gleefully 
gathered during the halcyon days of th e 
expedition went up In flames. 

John B. Sanborn, USA 

At two o·c1ockonthemomlng of Octo
ber 26, Price's army, now little more than 
a mob, began moving southward. By 
nlghtlall they marched 56 miles to 
Carthage, Missouri, and after resting 
briefly they marched on and went Into 
camp at Newtonia on the 28th. Though 
most of the ofC!cers wished to keep re
t reating. Shelby argued otherwise: Mlt Is 
better to lose an army In actual battle , 
than to starve the men and kill the horses." 
Because no enemy had been seen since 
the Marmlton, Price decided to rest and 
feed the army 

After the fight along the Marmlton 
River. Gen. Pleasonton took Phillips· and 
Benteen·s brigades and headed for Fort 
Scott to get food and forage. Curtis saw 
the column move off and went after It. 
Upon catching up to Pleasonton, Curtis 
argued the necessity to stay on the field 
and send for supplies. But Pleasonton. 
believing Fort Scott was closer than It 
actually was, Insisted on going there any. 
way. Though Curtis was senior In rank. 
Pleasonton was from the Department of 
the Missouri and subordinate to 
Rosecrans, not Curtis. 

Upon arriving at F orlScott, Pleasonton 
telegraphed Rosecrans and told him that 
because of Ill health he would be unable 
to continue In command and recom
mended the pursuit be terminated as Car 
as the Mlssr>urlans were concerned. 
Rosecrans agreed. and Pleasonton moved 
with Phllllps ·brigade to Warrensburg with 
the prisoners and captured guns. Sanborn 
and McNeil were ordered to remain In the 
pursuit as far south as their dlstrkt head
quarters of Springfield and Rolla. 

Pleasonton, however, may have had 
other reasons !or wishing to discontinue 
chasing Price. Earller that day Curtis had 
attempted to take charge of the prisoners 
and other spolls taken at Mine Creek. 
Captured Confederate Gens. Marmaduke 
and Cabell, fearful of being exhibited 
through Kansas as an 
document," requested of Pleasonton that 
they be taken to Rosecrans' headQuar
ters. Belief that Curtis would to 
try to take away the credit that rightfully 
belonged to the Missourians may have 
been the main reason Pleasonton wished 
to cease his role In the p ursuit. 

Gen. Blunt, after seeing Pleasonton 
moving toward Fort Scott and believing 
he was doing so under general orders, 
moved hls command there also. McNeil's 
and Benteen's troopers spent the night 
on the prairie wlthout provisions. At Fort 
Scott, Gen. Curtis released the remainder 
of the milltla, and the chase continued 
next day with Blunt In the lead. For the 
next three days Blunt pushed forward 
rapidly, and on the afternoon of October 
28, he found Price bivouacked on the 
south edge of Newtonia, 25 mlles north of 
the Arkansas border. Blunt qu ickly at
tacked with only the First and Fourth 
brigades. havlng previously ordered the 
Second Brigade and McNeil's cavalry to 
move for.ward. 

Again It was Jo Shelby wh<> deployed 
to meet him. Blunt made eftectlve use 
of his artlllery, but the Confederates 
had superior numbers. At twilight 
Blunt found h is left flank ln danger 
from a heavy column of Confederates: 
he was saved by the timely arrival of 
Sanborn. Shelby continued fighting 
until he was nearly out of ammuni
tion, then he withdrew unde1· the cover 
of darkness. And as the last shots 
echoed across the prairie, the last 
battle of the Civil War In Missouri was 
over. 

AfTERMAIB 

Curtis was confident he could des troy 
Price. But the next morning Rosecrans 
directed all of the Missourians to return 
to their districts and for Ben teen to rejoin 
Smith. This prohibited further pursuit, 
since Gen. Blunt had fewer than 2,500 
men. Disappointed, Curtis telegraphed 
the situation to Geo. Halleck In Washing
ton, then moved to Neosho. There he 
received a dispatch from Halleck sta ting 

Bl.VE & GRAY MAGAZINE-JUNE 1991 



that Gen. U.S. Grant (commander of all 
Federal forces), "desires that Price be 
pursued to the Arkansas River .... " 

This dearly overruled Rosecrans. and 
Curtis Immediately recalled the Missouri 
troops. Benteen rejoined them near 
Newtonia on November 1. But Phillips, at 
Warrensburg. was too far away to return. 
Sanborn and McNeil were quickly reached 
near Springfield, and although they both 
eventually moved as far south as Cassville. 
they went no farther as the land was 
destitute of forage. After being Joined by 
Benteen, Curtis resumed the chase. But 
the delay had been costly. 

Price's ragged column, now fighting 
bad weather as well as exhaustion, stag
gered Into Cane Hlll, Arkansas, on No
vember l. There they obtained the first 
ma)or food supply they had had In days. 
After learning that friendly forces were 
besieging nearby Fayetteville, Price 
granted Fagan permission to take his divi
sion with a detachment of Shelby's men 
lo assist In Its capture. They reached 
Fayetteville the next day where, despite 
the pleas and threats of their officers, 
Fagan 's men refused to attack. Then word 
that Blunt was approaching caused them 
to lift the siege. The Army of Missouri had 
fought Its last fight. 

The stay at Cane Hill all but completed 
the disintegration of Price's army. The 
brigades of Arkansas cons er! pts had de-
serted entirely, and Price ordered Cols. 
Freeman, Dobbin and McCray to return 
to the places where they had raised their 
commands. McoJlect the absentees t<>
gether.- and to bring them back Into Con
federate lines. Jackman's Brigade and 
Slayback's Battalion were allowed to leave 
the army for "vlsiUng their friends In 
Northern Arkansas.~ 

After learning that the Federal gar
rison at Little Rock had been heavily 
reinforced. Price decided t o recross 
the Arkansas River west of Fort Smith 
on the Arkansas border with Indian 
Territory (present-day Oklahoma). On 
November 4, what was left of the Army 
of Missouri headed for Indian Terri
tory; two days later Curtis reached 
Cane Hill and pressed after them. On 
November 7, Price crossed the Arkan
sas River at Pheasants ford . 30 miles 
west of Fort Smith. Curtis arrived there 
the following morning, fired a few 
parting shots at the Confederate 
rearguard, then ordered the Kansans 
back to Fort Scott and Benteen to St. 
Louis . 

The Confederate retreat through In· 
dlan Territory was the crowning horror 
of the expedition. As Jeff Thompson re
membered: 

The "pomp and circumstance of glori· 
ous war" were now ended; and before us 
lay the hardships and sufferings incident to 
a soldier's life. Moral courage and endur
ance now superseded chivalry and energy, 
and he who could suffer most, and com
plain least was now to be the champion. 
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According to MaJ. Edwards, Jo Shelby's 
adjutant, ~Toll. agony, prlva.tlon, sickness, 
death and starvation commenced," with 
the unaccllmated recruits suffering most. 
Horses dropped out by the thousands 
and ot~rs were so worn out they could 
not rnove as fast as a man on foot. Small
pox swept through the ranks and strag
gling was commonplace. Only Shelby's 
old brigade maintained any semblance of 
dlsclpllne and organlzallon. 

On November 10, Prlce furloughed 
Cabell's and Slemons' brigades and gave 
Shelby permission to rest and feed his 
command on the Canadian River. Price 
then headed for Texas with only Clark's 
Br igade and the recruits. Eighteen days 

William L. "Old Tlje" Cabell, CSA 

and 200 miles later, during which time 
Shelby joined them, the remnants of the 
Army of Missouri reached Clarksville, 
Texas. Price received an order from Mag
ruder to move to Laynesport on Decem
ber 2. Slightly three months after It had 
begun, the Missouri f.xpedJtlon was over. 

Price claimed the expedlllon had been 
"of the most gratifying character." In his 
official report he wrote: 

I marched 1,434 mites; fought focythree 
battles and skirmishes; captured and pa
roled over .'J,000 Federal officers and men; 
captured 18 pieces of artillery, 3,000 stand 
of small arms, 16 stand of colors ... at least 
3,000 ouercoats, large quantities of blan
kets, shoes. and ready-made clothing for 
soldiers, a great many wagons and teams, 
large numbers of horses, great quantities of 
subsistence and ordnW1ce st<>res. l destroyed 
miles upon miles of railroad, burning the 
depots and bridges; and taking this into 
calculation, I do not think 180 beyond the 
truth when I state that I destroyed ... property 
to the amount of SJ0,000.000 in ualue. On 
the other hand, /lost 10 pieces of artillery, 
2 stand of colors. I. 000 small arms, while I 

do not think I lost 1,000 prisoners, includ
ing the wounded left in their[the enemy's J 
hands .... 

I brought with me at least 5,000 
recruits ... (and] am satisfied that could I 
have remained in Missouri this winter the 
army would haue been increased 50,000 
men. 

In his report to the War Department, 
Kirby Smith stated that the expedition 
"accomplished all the objects for which It 
was Inaugurated." He claimed that the 
troops drawn off from Sherman helped 
prevent the fall of Mobile, weakened 
George Thomas' army ln his campaign 
against Hood, and enabled Nathan 
Bedford Forrest to rald In Tennessee. 
Neither Price's nor Smith's evaluations 
can be accepted as fully valid. Both gen
erals had good reasons for presenting the 
expedition in the best possible light: Price 
because he led It, Smith because he or
dered It , and both because It was the only 
war effort In the Trans-Mississippi De
partment ln the critical last half of 1864. 

The Missouri Expedition failed to cap
ture either St. Louis or Jefferson City, did 
not cau.se a mass uprising of Southern 
sympathy In order to Install a Confeder
ate government In Missouri. and did no 
damage to any military Installation In 
Kansas. In fact Price failed to accomplish 
any of his objectives, except obtaining an 
unarmed and untrained group of recruits. 
Furthermore, the addition of these raw 
recruits was offset by the heavy loss In 
veterans, and morale was now at an all· 
time low. Price's men were so Ill, ex
hausted and demorallzed that Gen. 
Magruder assessed them as ~not In a flt 
condition to fight any body of men.~ The 
statistics a bout prisoners taken and 
property destroyed are also meaningless. 
Most of the prisoners were paroled on 
the spot and the rail roads and bridges 
were rapidly repaired. Nor could cap
tured weapons and equipment compen
sate for all that was wom out, lost or 
thrown away In panic. According to 
Magruder the Army of Missouri returned 
with fewer arms than It started with. 

While the expedition did deprive 
Sherman of 9,000 Infantrymen, It did not 
prevent him from taking Atlanta (which 
was already as good as Jost even as the 
Missouri Expedition got underway) nor 
did It do more than merely postpone the 
fall of Mobile. Union Cen. A. J. Smith ar
rived In Nashville in time to help Thomas 
rout Hood's army on December 15-16. 
The rest of the Union forces that had 
opposed Price would have served In Ar
kansas, Missouri and Kansas anyway. All 
that Sterling Price and Kirby Smith gained 
In the expedition could not be offset by 
the practical destruct.Ion of the Trans
Mlsslsslppfs best cavalry forces. 

From a strategic standpoint all that 
can properly be claimed for the Invasion 
Is that It employed troops that would 
have been otherwise !die. and that It se
verely alarmed and embarrassed the 
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Federals In Arkansas, Missouri and Kan
sas. In connection with the latter It Is 
Interesting to note that none of the prin
cipal Federal leaders In the campaign 
benefltted from It. Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant dismissed Maj. Gen. !Frederick 
Steele for allowing Price to cross and 
recross the Arkansas River, and he fired 
Rosecrans for allowing Price to remain In 
Missouri as long as he did and then let 
him escape with his army Intact; prob
ably justified In his dismissal of Steele. 
Grant's decision In regard to Rosecrans 
was probably motivated by personal 
prejudice. Curtis was transferred to com
mand a department in Wisconsin, and 
Blunt and Pleasonton received no imme
diate recognition or promotion. 

The blame for the disastrous outcome 
of the Confederates' 1864 Missouri Expe
dition lies mainly with Sterling Price him
self. Essentially an infantry commander. 
he was too old and lacked the experience 
and stamina to command a cavalry col
umn. and therefore moved too slowly. 
His greatest mistake was assaulting fort 
Davidson at Pilot Knob, and although he 
had received erroneous Information on 
the size of the Jefferson City garrison, a 
quick march there Instead oi chasing 
Ewing would have found the c!ty lightly 
defended. Finally, he should have turned 
south before he reached Lexington, and 
not fought at all at Westport. According 
to Maj. Edwards of Shelby's staff, 
"Westport was the turning po:lnt In the 
expedition. While up to this time nothing 
of consequence had been accomplished, 
after it were the horrors of de:feat, hun
ger, and the pestilence." 

62 

*New Location & Display Area 
*Specializing In First 

Editions & Out of Print Books 
*Civil War Books 
*Hard to Find Titles 
*Popular Reprints 
*Collection .Assistance For 

Beginners to Experts 
*Bindery Services: 

Book Repair 
& Conservation Services 
Available 

*Civil War Prints 

---------·-------------~ 

Underlying these mistakes were the 
campaign's contradictory alms. While 
ordered to conduct a diversionary 
cavalry raid with the major objectlves 
being recruiting and the destruction of 
Federal mllltary facllltles, It Is evident 
that Price was primarily Interested In 
establishing Confederate rule In Missouri. 
This political motive, which was at cross
purpose with the military goals, doomed 
the campaign from the start. In order to 
establish himself In Missouri, Price 
needed a large force, and for that reason 
he dragged along the troublesome Arkan
sas conscripts and the huge wagon train. 
This madethe army Incapable oftherapld 
movement needed to achieve Its mllltary 
objectives, yet It stlJI lacked the strength 
to realize Its leader's political hopes. 
Price's desire to stay In Missouri as long 
as possible kept him from leaving while It 
was oractical to do so, and resulted in the 
disasters at Westport and Mine Creek. 
Wishful thinking led Price to over esti
mate pro-Southern sentiment Jn Missouri, 
but his being first a Missouri politician 
and then a Confederate general might 
explain his failures. 

It would have been best If Shelby had 
conducted the Invasion with only the 
veteran brigades of Shanks, Clark and 
Cabell, and as little artlllery and extra 
supplies as possible. But Its long range 
strategic effects are equally question
able. Nevertheless Shelby would most 
likely have avoided the disasters and In
flicted the damage at less cost. But the 
fact is that prior to the expedition the 
Trans-Mississippi Confederacy was inca
pable of Inflicting enough damage on the 
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North to affect the strategic outcome of 
the war. Following Its failure, relative 
peace prevailed In the West while the war 
was decided In the East. 

EPILOGUE 

Following the Missouri Expedition, 
Governor Thomas Reynolds published 
serious accusations against Gen. Price In 
a Marshall, Texas newspaper In which 
Reynolds charged him with gross mis
conduct during the raid. Wishing to clear 
himself of these charges Price asked for a 
court martial. 

Instead, a court of inquiry was ap
pointed to Investigate his actions, but Its 
work was unfinished when Kirby Smith 
surrendered the Trans-Mississippi De
partment In May 1865. Price took the 
court records, which he believed exoner
ated him, to Mexico where he lived on a 
colony established by Jo Shelby and vet
erans of the Iron Brigade. Two years later 
Price returned to St. Louis where he fell ill 
during a cholera epidemic and died on 
September 29, 1867. He Is buried In St. 
Louis' Bellefontaine Cemetery. .._ 
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